

T^he (\micAU Hiflory of 

Toknow yoivr anlwere, whether you’l admit him, 

VViih all my heart ; fome three or foure of you 
Goc giue him courteous condudl to this place, 

Meane time the Court {hall haxcBeltarios Letter. 

ToHr^raceppallvnderfiand, that At the receite bfjottr Letter lata 
very ficke j in the infiant that your Mejfettger eamey in letting vi- 

(ttation teas with me A young T^otier of Romejhii name is 'Balthazitr'. 
I acquainted him with the caufe in controuerfie betweene the lew and 
Ant homo the Merchant ; we turned ore many Cookes together, hee is 
furni(hed with my opinion, which bettred With his owne learning, the 
greatnejfewhereof I cannot enough commend, comes with him at wy 
importunity, to fid vpyour Graces requefi in my flead, ibefeeebyou, 
let his lacke of years be no impediment to let him lackea reuerendeftU 
mat ion, for I neuer knew fo young a body with fo aide ahead: I leaue 
him to your gracious acceptance, whofe triad /hall better publi^hk 
commendation^ 

Snter Portia for Balthazar. 

D»%.Y ou hcare the learn’d Bellario what he writes^. 

And hcerc I take it is theDo^lor come. 

Giue me your hand,comc you from old 5e/i£«r« > 

Por, 1 did my Lord. 

Duke.You arc welcome, take your place : 

Arc you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this prefent queflion in the Court. 

Por.l am enformed throughly of the caufe ; 

Which is the Merchant hecre ? and which the lew ? 

Duke. Anthonio and olde Shylocke, both if and foorth. 
Por.\syomni.meShylockeH ' 

lew.Shylockf is my name. 

Por. Of a ftrangc nature is the futc you follow. 

Yet in fuch ru!e,that the Venetian law 
Cannot impunge you as you doprocccd. 

You (land within liis danger,doeye not ? 

,<^»r,I^fohcfayes. • 

P«r. 
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the dSMerchant of Venice* 

por.Oo you confeffe the bond ? 

P^Then muft the few be merciful!, 
el,, bn what compulfion muft I, tell me that. 
p/rThe quality of mercy is not ftrain d, 

Tt droppeth as the gentle rainc from heauen 
Voon the place beneath ; it is twice bleft, 

It bleflcth him that giucs,and hina that takes, 

Tis mightieft in the mightieft.it becomes 
The throned Monarch better then his crowne. 

His feepter (hewes the force of tcmporall power. 

The attribute to awe and maiefty. 

Wherein doth fit the dread and teare of Kings : 

But mercy is abouc this feeptred fway, 

It is enthroned in the hear ts of Kings, 

It is an attribute to God himfelfc » . 

And earthly power doth then (hew lik ft Gods, 

When mercy feafons iufticc : therefore lew, 

Though iufticc be thy plea,confider this. 

That in the courfc of iufticc, none of vs 
Should fee faluaiion ; we do pray for mercy. 

And that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 
The deeds of mercy.l haue fpokc thus much 

To mitigate the iufticc of thy plea, ^ 

Which if thou foHow,this ftria Court 

Muft needs giue fentence gainft the Merchant there,. 

Shy My deeds vpon my head, I ctauc the law. 

The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

Por.Ts he not able to difeharge ^ 

Ycs,heerc I tender it for him in me Court,. 
Yea twice the funrimc,ifthat will not fufhcc, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore, 

On forfeit of my hands,my bead,my heart i 

Ifthis will not fuffize,it muft appeare , 

That malice bcarcs downc trudi. Ana I beleech you 
Wreft once the Law to your authority. 





